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Pro-life medical students and residents who are interested in deepening their understanding of the life issues and who want to acquire the knowledge, the skills, and the courage to defend the pro-life ethic in the medical profession are invited to apply for scholarship to attend CPL’s 2009 Medical Students Forum, co-hosted this year with VitaMed, the pro-life medical students club at the University of Calgary.
· For those medical students who receive a scholarship, Canadian Physicians for Life will cover the costs of the conference fees, meals, shared accommodation on Friday and Saturday nights, and a portion of the travel costs (exact amount to be determined.) 

· Accommodations will be shared at the Quality Inn University in Calgary or attendees may have the option of billeting with a host medical student/family in Calgary. 
· For those residents who receive a scholarship, CPL will cover approximately 50% of the costs.
· The conference will focus mainly on issues surrounding abortion, reproductive health, euthanasia and assisted suicide, and freedom of conscience. 

· The weekend will begin Friday evening with a public lecture at the University of Calgary by Dr. Margaret Somerville, the founding director of the McGill Centre for Medicine, Ethics, and Law, entitled “Dying as the Last Great Act of Living: The case against euthanasia and physician-assisted suicide.” The portion of the conference open only to the medical students and residents will be held at the Quality Inn University, beginning at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday, Nov. 21 and wrapping up around 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 22.
Please answer all questions and send completed application no later than October 26, 2009* to Canadian Physicians for Life at info@physiciansforlife.ca AND cpfl.events@gmail.com or FAX to 613-728-5433. Receipt of application will be acknowledged via email. If you have not received an acknowledgement within a few days of sending in your application, please contact our office. 
*NOTE:  Selection of scholarship recipients will commence before the deadline date, so applicants are encouraged to send their applications in as soon as possible. Space and funding are limited. 

Application for Scholarship to CPL’s
2009 Medical Students Forum
November 20 - 22, 2009

Quality Inn University
Calgary, Alberta

1. Name:

2. Gender: (accommodation is shared, 2 or 3 persons per room, so we need to know who to accommodate together)

3. Mailing Address:

4. Phone:

5. Email address:

6. Medical School:

7. Place of Residency (please fill in if you are a resident):

8. Grad Year:

9. Please list any dietary restrictions you have. 

10. Is your preference to billet with a host medical student/family if space is available or to share hotel accommodation with other conference attendees? (NOTE: We will do our best to accommodate the wishes of all students/residents, but it is not possible to guarantee that everyone will be accommodated according to their preferences.) 

11. If there are other applicants with whom you’d like to share a room, please list their names: (otherwise, in the case of hotel accommodation, we will assign room mates, 2 or 3 persons per room)


12. How did you hear about CPL’s 2009 Medical Students Forum?
13. Have you ever attended one of Canadian Physicians for Life’s Medical Students Forums in the past? 

If so, what did you find most valuable from the experience? 

If not, what are you hoping to gain from attending CPL’s Medical Students Forum this year?

14. Please briefly answer both questions (a) and (b) below:

a) Compassion and Choices is an organization that advocated for (and achieved) legalization of assisted suicide in Washington DC in November 2008. Below is a letter to physicians that they suggest patients interested in assisted suicide give to their physicians to determine whether their physician’s will support their decision.  If assisted suicide were legal in Canada, as a physician, how would you respond to a patient that presented you with this letter?

A Letter to My Primary Health CareProvider Concerning My Beliefs about End-of-Life Decisions
Dear Dr.__________________,

It is important to me to have excellent and compassionate care - to stay as healthy and active as possible over the course of my life. At the end of life, my personal values and beliefs lead me to want treatment to alleviate suffering. Most importantly, I want to ensure that if death becomes inevitable and imminent, the experience can be peaceful for me and my family.

If there are measures available that may extend my life, I would like to know their chance of success, and their impact on the quality of my life. If I choose not to take those measures, I ask for your continued support. 

If my medical condition becomes incurable, and death the only predictable outcome, I would prefer not to suffer, but rather to die in a humane and dignified manner. I would like your reassurance that:

􀂃 If I am able to speak for myself, my wishes will be honoured. If not, the requests from my health care representative and advance directives will be honoured.

􀂃 You will make a referral to hospice as soon as I am eligible, should I request it.

􀂃 You will support me with all options for a gentle death, should I become terminally ill.

This includes providing medications that I can self-administer, at the time of my choosing, to help me achieve a peaceful death. As you know, the State of Washington has enacted a Death with Dignity Law that authorizes a physician to prescribe medications to allow terminally ill patients to choose the time and manner of death.

I am not requesting that you do anything unethical while I am in your care, but I hope for your reassurance that you would support my personal end-of-life care choices as listed above.

I hope you will accept this statement as a fully considered decision, and an expression of my deeply-held views. If you feel you would not be able to honor such requests, please let me know now, while I am able to make choices about my care based on that knowledge.
Signed: _____________________________________ Date:_____________

Print Name: _____________________________________
b) At the recent meeting of the Society of Obstetricians and Gynecologists of Canada, a researcher reported that 60.6% of ObGyns are not performing abortions, compared to 51% who would not in 1991. The researcher concluded that there is a greater need for training of medical students and residents to provide such services. Do you agree that there should be more widespread training of medical students and residents to perform abortions?  Please defend your position.
15. Additional comments:

If you have any questions, please contact CPL’s Communications and Events Coordinator, 
KC McLean, at: ph: 819.459.3585 or email: cpfl.events@gmail.com
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