
Vaccines developed with the use of aborted foetal cells 
 

Source: Drug Product Database (DPD) Health Canada ( http://search.hc-sc.gc.ca/cgi-
bin/query?mss=dpd/english/active/simple ) and respective companies’ internet sites. 
 

Company Brand Name (proper name, if applicable) (foetal cell line used) 
      

Sanofi Pasteur Avaxim and ViVaxim 
(hepatitis A vaccine inactivated) (MRC-5) 

 DT Polio Adsorbed  
(diphtheria and tetanus toxoids adsorbed and poliomyelitis vaccine) 
(MRC-5)  

 Imovax Rabies 
(rabies vaccine inactivated [DCO]) (MRC-5) 

 Inactived Poliomyelitis Vaccine – IPV (MRC-5) 

 Pentacel 
(Act-HIB [haemophilus b conjugate vaccine {tetanus protein 
conjugate}] reconstituted with Quadracel (MRC-5) 

 Quadracel  
(component pertussis vaccine and diphtheria and tetanus toxoids 
adsorbed combined with inactivated poliomyelitis vaccine) (MRC-
5) 

 
  

Td Polio Adsorbed  
(tetanus and diphtheria toxoids and inactived poliomyelitis vaccine 
adsorbed) (MRC-5) 

Berna Biotech Epaxal 
(hepatitis A vaccine, inactivated) (MRC-5) 

GlaxoSmithKline Inc. Havrix 
(hepatitis A vaccine, inactivated) (MRC-5) 

GlaxoSmithKline Inc. Priorix  
(measles, mumps, and rubella vaccine, live, attenuated) (RA27/3 
STRAIN/ WI-38) 

 Twinrix   
(hepatitis A and hepatitis B vaccine) (MRC-5) 

 Varilrix  
(varicella virus vaccine, live, attenuated [Oka-strain]) (MRC-5) 

http://search.hc-sc.gc.ca/cgi-bin/query?mss=dpd/english/active/simple
http://search.hc-sc.gc.ca/cgi-bin/query?mss=dpd/english/active/simple


Company Brand Name (proper name, if applicable) (foetal cell line used) 
      

Merck Frosst Canada 
Ltd., Merck Frosst 
Canada Ltée 

MMR II 
(measles, mumps, and rubella vaccine, live, attenuated) (RA27/3 
STRAIN/ WI-38) 

 Vaqta 
(hepatitis A vaccine, inactivated) (MRC-5) 

 Varivax III 
(varicella virus vaccine, live attenuated [Oka/Merck]) (MRC-5)  

 
Disclaimer: the above information might change in the future, always double 
check up-to-date vaccine components with your health care provider. 
 


